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It is with deep sadness that I write to you today.   Both NCSLA President Jack Cordrey and Buckman Law Firm partner Dennis O’Keefe have asked that I share with you some sad news.  Abe Buchman, a venerable alcohol attorney and a long-time friend to the National Conference of State Liquor Administrators, passed away on Sunday.    

A regular at NCSLA Annual Conferences, those who attended the meetings over the years will fondly recall Abe sitting in the front row offering his recollection of the history of the industry.  While some of us talk of Prohibition, Abe lived it and would speak of the Great Experiment and events associated with that time – well over a half-century ago –  as if it were yesterday.  Such was Abe’s keen and constant intellect.   

For his years of service to the association, then-president Jeff Greer of Rhode Island recognized Abe’s contribution to the association with the inaugural “Hall of Fame” Award in New Orleans in 2004.  Sadly, it was to be Abe’s last conference.












The partners, associates and staff of the Buchman Law Firm LLP sadly mourn the July 8, 2007 loss of Abraham M. Buchman, Mentoring Partner, and extend heartfelt condolences to his wife, Ann, daughter, Amy, and extended family. 

“Abe" was born in Brooklyn, New York on October 25, 1916. He received a Bachelor of Arts, cum laude from New York University in 1935, a Bachelor of Laws, cum laude from St. Lawrence University in 1938 and a Doctor of Juridical Science, summa cum laude from St. Lawrence University in 1939. He was admitted to the practice of law in 1939 to the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, Second Department, New York State; in 1946, to the United States District Court, Southern District of New York; in 1949, to the United States Court of Appeals; in 1949, to the Interstate Commerce Commission; and in 1964, to the Supreme Court of the United States.

Abe received a commission in the U.S. Air Force at the Harvard Graduate School of Business Administration in 1942 and served until 1946, reaching the rank of Major. He served as consultant for the State Department at the various meetings of the Council of Europe with respect to the preparation of a convention for wines and spirits. In 1985, a Fellowship in Administrative Law was founded at Columbia Law School in Abe's name. 

Abe was involved directly in the wine industry as a teenager in his family’s New York City winery. His interest carried over into his legal practice, which he co-founded with his brother, Henry, as the firm of Buchman & Buchman in 1939. A truly gifted attorney, Abe was present and counseled the early “pioneers” of the alcoholic beverage industry. He also aided and trained many of the attorneys currently practicing in a field of law he helped create. He was an internationally recognized attorney, having founded or counseled multiple associations in the international setting and, for decades, was a principal business advisor to the beverage alcohol exporters to the United States including such organizations as the Federazione Industriali Producttori ed Esportatori Di Vini, Liquori ed Affini in Italy. Abe was always generous with his time and applied his remarkable skills equally to clients large or small. He will be missed greatly by all who knew him.

A private interment service was conducted July 10, 2007 in Florida. A memorial service will be held in New York at a later date to be selected by his family.









